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NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

Studien zur Werttheorie. Von Robert Eisler. Leipzig, Verlag von 
Duncker & Humblot, 1902. — pp. xii, 112. 

A study of the history and of the philosophy of art led the author to take 
up the problem of the general theory of value ; and the result of his reflec- 
tion is to be found in this brochure, which contains five essays : I, The 
Problem of a Law of Motivation ; II, Formal Analysis of the Historical 
Process and Introduction of the Concept of Value ; III, Value as a Quanti- 
tative Concept. Measurement of Values ; IV, The Psychological Correlates 
of the Historical Process ; and V, The Theory of the Judgment of Value. 
The solution of the general problem involved in the theory of value is found 
in biological and not in psychological terms. Neither the common sense 
view that value is a quality belonging objectively to external things, nor the 
psychological view that it is the pleasingness or the desiredness of things 
is accepted as satisfactory. Although the author uses such expressions as 
* voluntative ' and ' acts of will' in stating his doctrine, these terms are 
used "without any reference to the traditional psychological content of 
these concepts. What is meant is always only the process in its biological 
significance." A voluntative reaction is merely the change that takes 
place in a ' biological individuality, ' when reacting upon an environment. 
Thus if, upon the approach of a heated object, I withdraw my hand, this 
withdrawal is a ' voluntative reaction, ' even though it takes place without 
any intervention of consciousness. The fundamental thesis that is pro- 
pounded is found in the following sentence : ' ' We say that a definite com- 
plex of phenomena is evaluated when its realization appears as dependent 
upon the ' voluntative ' action of a biological factor ; and we ascribe to it 
a positive value when its realization appears as brought about by the 
activity of the subject in question, a negative value when its realization 
appears as voluntatively inhibited" (pp. 23-24). It should follow that if, 
while standing upon the edge of a precipice, I am startled by a sudden 
noise and topple over, the fall has a positive value as compared with the 
experience of hearing the noise. This theory is beautifully simple and 
removes all possibility of difficult complications, only what is meant by 
value does not seem to correspond in the least with what is usually meant 
by that term. 

The book, however, is not without its value even to one who declines to 
consider his biological reaction upon it as definitive. For instance, the 
fourth essay is a very interesting and in many respects convincing discus- 
sion of an important psychological question, that of the will. 

It may be a lamentable weakness in the reviewer's make-up, but he 
must confess that the introduction of mathematical formulae into a discus- 
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sion where no mathematical operation is performed that facilitates and 
abbreviates the task of understanding the facts, has as its ' psychological 
correlate ' the sense of extreme weariness. 

Evander Bradley McGilvary. 
Cornell University. 

The Possibility of a Science of Casuistry. By Ernest Northcroft 
Merrington. Sidney, Angus and Robertson, 1902. — p. 58. 

The title of this little volume indicates clearly the question which the 
author discusses. Casuistry is recognized as " a neglected branch of moral 
study " (Preface), and it would seem therefore idle to revive it only to show 
that it has no place in the land of the living, but this is what the author 
does. Fortunately, however, he gives it only fifty-eight pages of a re- 
newed life, which is all spent in philosophical court. The arguments in 
favor of giving it a new lease of life are heard, but then the counsel for the 
plaintiff brings forth Objections to the Presupposition of such a Science, 
Objections to the Claims of Casuistry to Scientific Method, and Objections 
to the Practicability of such a Science. The gist of these arguments can 
be got from the following quotation : "It is just because man is a free, 
aspiring, and self-conscious agent that a moral science is needed. There- 
fore to bind his moral and spiritual life to a mechanical system of dead 
rules is to annul his high vocation and unspeakable glory. It is equivalent 
to degrading him to the level of a non-moral being, and therefore it dis- 
penses with the necessity for a moral science. Thus even the method of 
Casuistry involves self-contradiction ' ' (p. 47). Finally the defendant is 
condemned to a second death, and the reader of the booklet is shown " the 
more excellent way." "The best loyalty, the best devotion, the truest 
service is that prompted by a loving heart. ' ' Love to God and love to 
man ' ' cannot be separated in a truly balanced life. In Christianity as 
taught by its Founder, and expounded by the Apostle of Love, and the 
Author of the Chapter on Love in the First Epistle to the Corinthians, the 
union of Morality and Religion is perfectly accomplished, and in Love 
absolute harmony is reached " (p. 57). 

Evander Bradley McGilvary. 

Cornell University. 

Principles of Western Civilization. By Benjamin Kidd. New York, 
The Macmillan Company, 1902. — pp. vi, 538. 

As Mr. Kidd looks upon himself as the champion, and almost the 
pioneer of a new political order, he has an unreserved enthusiasm for the 
era which is about to dawn, and a criticism, almost equally unreserved, of 
the views which have hitherto prevailed. ' ' Systems of theory that have 
nourished the intellectual life of the world for centuries have become 
in large part obsolete. They may retain for a space the outward appear- 
ance of authority. But the foundations upon which they rested have 
been bodily undermined. It is only a question of time till the ruin which 



